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ST.iTES GOVERNMENT

DATE : :iarcn ~, 1954

I)RAFJ7AEC-DOD STATEMENT

ISP:ST

Attached is a draft statement we propose for considerateion tor
issuance in resp0m3e to any press inquiries. These would be
responded to upon the authorization of the General .Mansger,given
at the time of the initial query.

This should be reviewed by Biology & Medicine and R4A and an
agreed upon version submitted to the General Mmager for approvsl
prior to further coordination.

Final inter-agency clearance indicated seems to us to be a meeting,
called by Chaiman Strauss, of C. D. Jackson, Smith (State), I&es
or Seaton (IX2D)and l@gerty (White House).

If and when there’s a version approved by the foregoing, Stat~
should supply copy to U.S. Delegation to the U.N. for filing with
the Trusteeship Division of the U.N. about one hour ahead of time
AEC or DOD may find it necessary to give it to a newsman.

Attachment:

Addressees:

+Dr. John Cj”Bugher, Director, Division of Blology& Medicine
Erig. Gen. K. E. FieMs, Director, Division of Military Application

cc: Dr. J. G. Beckerley, Director, Office of Classification
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;adlation result~ ~f’romthe nuclear detozmtim ?ebv 28, 1954,

lt the b-c’s pacific A’ovlq Grou@ has xcessitatid evacuatim of the

populace frcxntw nearby islands af the ..farsm ~.
Joint Task .

Force Seven, which is ccmduct~ the c~t test serieo for m m “

has ramved the 100 natives of Rcmgelap and the 170 af Utirik to

xVaJal.ein.

J- instances of headache ad MUSW ~re noted - ~ ~q~p

contingetiwhile enroute to and for a short time after their arrival at

.xwqalein. These symptasa abated, however, and diagnosis of radiatian

imless, if my, is still Ii3complete. :4edical specialists of the Task

Force are conttiui~ obmrvatim of the health of the group.

(U pressed for e m the radiationreadlnga at these islaade,

w should say that the findlnge are still being evaluated but tint there

is no present indication that anyana received exposure enough to make

— him seriously iu. )
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